
Exploring Standard English: Its Superposed Variety, Historical 

Development, and Social Implications 

Qianwen Yan* and Hongmei Ruan 

School of Foreign Studies, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an, China 

Email: yanqianwen@mail.nwpu.edu.cn (Q.Y.); ruanhm@nwpu.edu.cn (H.R.) 

*Corresponding author

Manuscript received September 4, 2023; revised October 15, 2023; accepted November 2, 2023; published April 26, 2024. 

Abstract—The English we learn in the classroom is called 

“Standard English”. In fact, Standard English is just one of the 

many dialectal variants of English. Although Standard English 

has a significant number of speakers in the UK, its relationship 

to other language variants of English is similar to that between 

Mandarin and the various dialects in China. Standard English 

is acknowledged as a superposed variant considering its 

development in the history and social context. This thesis will 

attempt to identify the historical and social factors that promote 

the continuous development and spread of Standard English 

through a comprehensive literature review and qualitative 

research, and explore the social and cultural implications of 

using Standard English as the normative standard. 

Keywords—language variants, standard English, superposed 

variant, social context 

I. INTRODUCTION

Linguistic variation is a significant topic of research in 

sociolinguistics. The term “linguistic variation” covers a 

wide range of language variants, from the broad sense, which 

refers to the various dialects of a language, to the narrower 

sense, which refers to a phonological, lexical, grammatical, 

or syntactic feature of a dialect. The English we learn in the 

classroom is called “Standard English”. Standard English 

refers to the variety of English that is widely accepted as the 

norm for formal spoken and written communication in 

various English-speaking countries. It serves as a shared 

language for education, business, government, and other 

formal settings. However, despite its prominence, there exist 

diverse forms of English that coexist alongside the standard 

variety, creating a complex linguistic landscape. The study of 

these superposed varieties of English is crucial for a 

comprehensive understanding of the language as a whole. 

While numerous studies have focused on exploring and 

analyzing standard English, there is still a significant gap in 

research regarding its superposed varieties, historical 

development, and social implications. Superposed English 

varieties include regional dialects, sociolects, ethnolects, and 

other non-standard forms of the language. These varieties 

have unique phonological, grammatical, and lexical features 

that distinguish them from standard English. Understanding 

the linguistic characteristics of these varieties is essential for 

examining how they have evolved over time and their impact 

on social interactions and identity construction. 

This research aims to bridge the existing gap in literature 

by providing an in-depth exploration of standard English, its 

superposed varieties, historical development, and social 

implications. Firstly, by examining the linguistic 

characteristics of superposed varieties of English, this 

research contributes to the field of sociolinguistics and 

expands our understanding of language variation. It 

highlights the rich linguistic diversity that exists within 

English-speaking communities and challenges the notion of 

standard English as a superior or sole variety. Secondly, 

investigating the historical development of English and its 

superposed varieties allows us to trace the origins and 

influences that have contributed to the present-day linguistic 

landscape. This research provides valuable insights into the 

evolution of standard English and the socio-historical factors 

that have shaped its dominance. Lastly, understanding the 

social implications of superposed varieties of English has 

practical implications for education, language policy, and 

social integration. Recognizing and valuing linguistic 

diversity promotes inclusivity and enhances communication 

in various contexts. This research offers recommendations 

for educators, and language planners on how to address 

language variation in education and promote equal 

opportunities for speakers of different English varieties. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

Standard English is a variety of the English language that 

is widely accepted as the norm for formal communication in 

English-speaking countries. The superposed variety of 

Standard English refers to the language variation used by 

educated speakers in professional and formal contexts. 

According to Ref. [1], superposed Standard English is 

characterized by a homogeneity of grammar, vocabulary, and 

pronunciation that transcends regional dialects. It is essential 

to differentiate the superposed variety from the localized 

varieties of English, which may be influenced by specific 

dialects or regional speech patterns. 

The previous studies investigated many details about the 

concept of Standard English as a superposed variety, like the 

variations in pronunciation that exist within it searched by 

Hickey [2], Kortmann [3], Tagg [4], Petrey [5], and Crystal 

[6] also looked at how Standard English has spread and

evolved around the world as a lingua franca in international

academic contexts. The use of Standard English also has

several social implications in contemporary society. Standard

English is often associated with prestige, education, and

professionalism. It is considered the variety of English that

offers individuals access to social and economic

opportunities investigated by Labov. However, Bolton and

Kachru [7] found that emphasizing Standard English can also

lead to linguistic discrimination and language bias. Speakers

of non-standard varieties, such as dialects and Creole

languages, may be stigmatized due to their linguistic

differences. This marginalization can perpetuate social

inequalities and disadvantage certain groups of individuals.

79

International Journal of Social Science and Humanity, Vol. 14, No. 2, 2024

doi: 10.18178/ijssh.2024.14.2.1197



 

Moreover, the social implications of Standard English 

extend beyond individual benefits and linguistic biases. 

Milroy found out the dominance of Standard English can 

impact cultural diversity and language endangerment [8]. 

When local languages are overshadowed by the prominence 

of Standard English, there is a risk of language loss and 

cultural erosion. This loss of linguistic diversity can restrict 

cultural expression and hamper intercultural understanding. 

Chinese scholars like Gang [9] and Han [10] found English 

variants in international communications, especially in 

scientific and technological exchanges. And they provide an 

overview of language variations in a multicultural context 

and the influence of English in International communication. 

As we can see from the above mentioned, there is still a 

significant gap in research regarding its superposed varieties 

from the historical development and social implications 

aspects, which examines not only the historical and social 

factors that have contributed to the development and use of 

Standard English as a normative standard, but also the 

implications of this for language diversity and variation in the 

field of sociolinguistics. 

III. RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND METHODS 

Research Question 1: 

Why is Standard English a superposed variety? 

Research Question 2: 

What are the historical and social factors that led to the 

development and spread of Standard English? 

Research Question 3: 

What are the social and cultural implications of using 

Standard English as the normative standard in society? 

This paper aims to explore the concept of Standard English, 

its superposed variety, historical development, and social 

implications. Through a comprehensive literature review and 

qualitative research methods, the relationship between 

Standard English and its superposed variety will be examined, 

and the first research question will be answered in Chapter 4. 

Furthermore, the evolution of Standard English will be 

investigated, considering the social and historical factors that 

have influenced its development, which aims to fix the 

second research question in Chapter 5. The application and 

influence of Standard English in society will also be analyzed, 

focusing on its current status and the impact it has as a 

normative standard, which is closely related to my third 

research question solved in Chapter 6. Finally, the paper will 

conclude with a summary of research findings, contributions, 

and suggestions for further research. 

IV. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STANDARD ENGLISH AND 

SUPERPOSED VARIETY 

A. Definitions and Characteristics of Standard English 

Standard English can be defined as a form of the English 

language that is widely accepted and understood by a large 

number of speakers. It is a form of English used in formal 

contexts such as education, business, government, and the 

media. While there are many variations and dialects of 

English spoken around the world, Standard English serves as 

a reference point for communication and comprehension. 

One of the defining characteristics of Standard English is 

its grammatical structure. It adheres to a set of rules and 

standards that have been developed over time through 

language usage and consensus. Standard English follows a 

subject-verb-object word order and includes various 

grammatical tenses, such as past, present, and future. Nouns 

and pronouns are used to represent people, places, things, and 

ideas, while adjectives and adverbs modify and describe them. 

Prepositions are used to establish relationships between 

different elements in a sentence, and conjunctions connect 

words, phrases, and clauses. 

Another important characteristic of Standard English is its 

vocabulary. Standard English draws from a wide range of 

sources, including Germanic, Romance, and Latin languages, 

and has adapted and evolved over centuries. It incorporates 

words and phrases that have become widely accepted and 

understood by English speakers worldwide. Standard English 

also includes technical terms and jargon specific to certain 

fields, such as medicine, law, and technology. The 

vocabulary of Standard English is constantly expanding and 

changing to accommodate new words and expressions that 

emerge in response to developments in society and culture. 

Standard English also has specific phonetic and 

pronunciation characteristics. While there are regional 

variations in pronunciation, Standard English generally 

follows the patterns of Received Pronunciation (RP) in the 

United Kingdom and General American in the United States. 

It emphasizes the distinction between vowels and employs 

certain phonetic rules, such as aspiration and the 

pronunciation of certain consonant sounds. However, it is 

important to note that there is no one “correct” accent or 

pronunciation in Standard English, as it is influenced by both 

geographic and social factors. 

Furthermore, Standard English has a set of conventions for 

spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. These conventions 

ensure consistency and clarity in written communication. 

Standard English employs the Roman alphabet and its 26 

letters, along with a combination of diacritical marks and 

symbols. It uses punctuation marks, such as periods, commas, 

question marks, and exclamation marks, to indicate pauses, 

divisions, and clarifications in written texts. Capitalization 

rules dictate when and how to capitalize proper nouns, titles, 

and the beginnings of sentences. 

Standard English is shaped by both prescriptive and 

descriptive approaches to language. Prescriptivism refers to 

the establishment of rules and standards for language usage, 

based on linguistic traditions and authorities. Prescriptive 

rules aim to guide and regulate speech and writing, often 

through the endorsement of certain usages and the rejection 

of others. Descriptivism, on the other hand, focuses on the 

empirical observation and analysis of language as it is used 

by speakers and writers. Descriptive approaches to language 

acknowledge the existence of multiple linguistic variations 

and seek to understand and describe these variations without 

judgment. 

In conclusion, Standard English can be defined as a widely 

accepted form of the English language used in formal 

contexts. It is characterized by its grammatical structure, 

vocabulary, phonetics, and conventions of spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization. Standard English is 

influenced by both prescriptive and descriptive approaches to 

language and serves as a reference point for communication 

and comprehension. However, it is vital to recognize and 
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embrace the various dialects and variations of English that 

exist, as they reflect the diversity and complexity of human 

language. 

B. Definitions of Superposed Variety 

In linguistics, the concept of superposed variety refers to 

the existence of multiple linguistic variations within a single 

linguistic community. This phenomenon is often observed in 

multilingual societies, where different language varieties 

coexist and are used for specific functions or in distinct social 

contexts. Superposed variety can manifest in various ways, 

including dialectal differences, language registers, etc. It is an 

essential aspect of language variation and provides linguists 

with valuable insights into a community’s social and cultural 

dynamics. 

To understand superposed variety more comprehensively, 

it is crucial to examine the different types and characteristics 

of linguistic variations within a community. Dialectal 

variations are one of the most common manifestations of 

superposed variety. Dialects represent distinct regional 

variations in pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammatical 

structures. These dialectal differences can range from subtle 

phonetic variations to significant grammatical variations, 

often leading to mutual intelligibility challenges. Dialects 

reflect the historical and geographical background of a 

community and illustrate how language evolves and adapts to 

local conditions. 

Apart from dialects, superposed variety can also be 

observed through language registers. Language registers are 

variations in language usage, typically associated with 

different social contexts or purposes. Some registers are 

formal, preserving the traditional norms of a language, while 

others are more informal or even slang-like. Register 

variations can be observed across socio-economic classes, 

educational levels, or professional groups. For instance, 

medical professionals may use highly specialized medical 

terminology, while farmers may have specific vocabulary 

related to agricultural practices. Register variations help 

individuals adapt their language use to specific social settings, 

allowing for effective communication within their respective 

communities. 

To conclude, superposed variety in linguistics is not 

limited to the above-mentioned manifestations, but in this 

paper, the focus is to discuss the manifestation, which is 

closely related to standard English. Understanding and 

analyzing superposed variety provides valuable insights into 

the social, cultural, and historical dynamics of a community 

and helps us comprehend the intricate nature of language 

variation. 

C. The Relationship between Standard English and 

Superposed Variety 

In fact, Standard English is just one of the many dialectal 

variants of English. Although Standard English has a 

significant number of speakers in the UK, its relationship to 

other language variants of English is similar to that between 

Mandarin and the various dialects in China. Standard English 

is acknowledged as a superposed variant considering its 

development in the history and social context. 

Standard English is a superposed variety because it was 

not a naturally occurring language variety, but rather a 

product of conscious planning and human intervention. The 

origins of Standard English can be traced back to the 15th and 

16th centuries, when English was becoming the dominant 

language in the British Isles. During this time, English was 

becoming a language of power and prestige, and it was being 

used more widely in official and literary contexts. However, 

the English language at this time was far from standardized, 

with many different regional dialects and variations in 

spelling, grammar, and vocabulary. 

In the 17th century, with the establishment of printing 

presses, for another, a need arose for a standard form of 

English that could be used in printed material. This led to the 

development of prescriptive grammar books, which aimed to 

codify English usage and set spelling, grammar, and 

pronunciation rules. One of the most influential of these 

prescriptive works was Samuel Johnson’s A Dictionary of 

the English Language, which was published in 1755. 

Johnson’s dictionary set the standard for English usage, and it 

was widely adopted by writers, editors, and publishers. 

Furthermore, throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, the 

concept of “standardized” English became increasingly 

important, particularly among the middle and upper classes. 

This led to the development of a standard form of English 

that was based on the language of educated speakers from 

London and the southeast of England. This variety of English 

became known as Received Pronunciation (RP), and it was 

characterized by the absence of regional accents, a standard 

set of grammar and vocabulary rules, and a distinctive way of 

pronouncing certain words and sounds. 

Besides, the spread of Standard English was facilitated by 

the expansion of the British Empire in the 19th and 20th 

centuries. English became the popular language of 

international trade, diplomacy, and culture, and the need 

arose for a common form of English that could be understood 

by people from different cultures and backgrounds. Adopting 

Standard English as the global lingua franca further 

reinforced its status as a superposed variety. 

In conclusion, Standard English is a superposed variety 

because it was not a naturally occurring language variety, but 

rather a product of conscious planning and human 

intervention. Its development was influenced by various 

social, historical, and cultural factors, including the rise of 

printing, the expansion of the British Empire, and the 

establishment of prescriptive grammar rules. 

V. THE DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARD ENGLISH 

A. The Evolution of Standard English 

The development of Standard English can be traced back 

to the Late Middle Ages when English started to emerge as 

the language of power and prestige in England. During this 

period, English was starting to shift from Old English to 

Middle English due to the Norman Conquest in 1066. The 

Norman French, led by William the Conqueror, brought their 

language to England, which resulted in the mixing of Old 

English and Norman French. The upper classes spoke French, 

while the lower classes continued to speak Old English. This 

linguistic combination is known as Middle English. During 

this period, English underwent significant changes in its 

vocabulary, adopting many French words and losing some 

Germanic ones. Over time, Middle English began being used 

by the English upper class as a standard for written 
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communication, leading to the emergence of the Chancery 

Standard, according to Ref. [11]. Chancery Standard served 

as a template for the development of Early Modern English, 

which would later become the basis for Modern English and 

eventually Standard English. 

The next pivotal event in the evolution of Standard English 

was the Great Vowel Shift. This occurred between the 14th 

and 17th centuries and involved a change in the 

pronunciation of long vowels. It led to a considerable shift in 

the phonetic structure of English. For example, the word 

“mouse” used to be pronounced as “moose”, and “food” used 

to be pronounced as “fode”. This shift marked a turning point 

in the pronunciation of English and laid the foundation for 

Standard English. 

Another significant development was the printing 

revolution in the late 15th century. The invention of the 

printing press by Johannes Gutenberg allowed for the mass 

production of books, pamphlets, and other written materials. 

This led to an increase in literacy rates and a growth in the 

demand for standardized spelling and grammar rules. Printed 

works influenced the development of a standardized written 

form of English, which, over time, contributed to the 

formation of Standard English. 

The spread of Standard English gained momentum during 

the British Empire’s colonial expansion in the 18th and 19th 

centuries. As colonial powers, the British established English 

as the language of administration, education, and law in their 

colonies based on Trudgill’s findings [12]. This colonization 

process led to the widespread adoption of Standard English in 

various parts of the world, including North America, Africa, 

Asia, and the Pacific. Consequently, Standard English 

became a global lingua franca, further establishing its 

dominance in international communication. 

B. Social and Historical Background of Standard English 

Historical development plays a pivotal role in 

understanding the current sociolinguistic landscape of 

standard English. Language changes and adaptations occur 

over time due to various factors such as internal and external 

influences, migrations, colonization, globalization, and 

societal changes. Investigating the historical development of 

English and its superposed varieties helps shed light on the 

reasons behind the current linguistic diversity within the 

language. It also provides insight into the processes through 

which standard English emerged as the dominant variety 

across different regions. 

The rise of English as a global language during the British 

Empire era played a crucial role in the evolution of Standard 

English. As England colonized different parts of the world, 

English spread and became the language of administration, 

trade, and education. This process led to the formation of 

various English varieties, such as American English, 

Australian English, and Indian English. Nevertheless, British 

English continued to be seen as the prestige form, which laid 

the foundation for Standard English. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, lexicographers and 

grammarians began codifying the rules of Standard English. 

Samuel Johnson’s “A Dictionary of the English Language” 

(1755) and Henry Fowler’s “A Dictionary of Modern English 

Usage” (1926) are examples of prominent works that helped 

standardize vocabulary, spelling, and grammar usage. These 

efforts aimed to establish a unified English that would be 

widely understood and accepted across different regions and 

social classes. 

Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, Standard English 

has continued to evolve. The impact of technology, 

globalization, and pop culture has influenced the language 

significantly. The internet, social media, and texting have 

given rise to new language forms, such as emojis, acronyms, 

and abbreviations. This has led to debates about the blurring 

of language boundaries and the impact on formal written 

communication. However, despite these changes, Standard 

English remains the prescribed form for formal writing, 

scholarly research, and professional settings. 

C. The Influence of Historical and Socio-cultural Factors 

on the Evolution of Standard English 

The evolution of Standard English, as it exists today, has 

been influenced by a myriad of historical and socio-cultural 

factors. These factors have shaped the language’s vocabulary, 

grammar, and pronunciation over time, resulting in the 

standardized form of English spoken and written today. 

One critical historical influence on the development of 

Standard English was the Norman Conquest in 1066. With 

the successful invasion of England by William the Conqueror, 

French became the language of the ruling class. The 

English-speaking population, initially displaced by the 

Norman French-speaking ruling elite, became bilingual over 

time. This resulted in French loanwords entering the English 

lexicon, significantly influencing the vocabulary of Standard 

English. Words related to law, government, religion, and 

cuisine, such as “jury”, “parliament”, “bishop”, and “beef”, 

were all borrowed from French during this period. 

The growth of trade and colonial expansion during the 

Renaissance and the era of exploration also played a 

significant role in shaping the English language. As 

international trade increased and English-speaking traders 

interacted with traders from various regions, they adopted 

and incorporated foreign words into their language. This 

process led to the addition of countless loanwords from 

languages such as Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, and 

ultimately, from the Native American languages spoken in 

the newly colonized territories. Words like “tomato”, 

“banana”, “coffee”, and “chocolate” were introduced to the 

English language through these exchanges. 

The British Empire, at its height during the 18th and 19th 

centuries, expanded the influence of English across the globe. 

English became the language of administration, education, 

and colonial power in many parts of the world, resulting in 

the spread of the language and the establishment of English 

as a lingua franca. The interaction between English and 

native languages in colonies, such as India, Jamaica, and 

Australia, led to the creation of new English varieties, known 

as Indian English, Jamaican Patois, and Australian English, 

respectively. These varieties developed their unique 

vocabulary, pronunciation, and cultural associations, further 

diversifying the English language. 

The standardization of English was also influenced by 

socio-cultural factors. The English language underwent a 

process of standardization in the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries due to the rise of print technology and mass literacy. 

This meant that the language needed to be codified for 
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effective communication and understanding across 

individuals and regions. One significant influence on the 

construction of standardized English was the work of 

influential lexicographers and grammarians, such as Samuel 

Johnson and Noah Webster, who published dictionaries and 

grammar guides. Their efforts helped shape the vocabulary, 

spelling, and rules of grammar that form the basis of modern 

Standard English. 

Social prestige and power dynamics have also played a role 

in the formation of Standard English. The dialects spoken by 

the upper classes and those associated with centers of power, 

such as London, gradually acquired prestige and began to be 

regarded as the standard. This process can be seen 

historically when regional dialects, such as the dialects of 

Yorkshire or Cornwall, were stigmatized for lacking the 

prestige associated with the dialects of the ruling classes in 

London. The diffusion of the standard accent and dialect 

through education, media, and institutions further reinforced 

this divide. 

In conclusion, the evolution of Standard English has been 

shaped by a complex interplay of historical and socio-cultural 

factors. The Norman Conquest, trade, colonial expansion, the 

influence of the British Empire, the standardization process, 

and social prestige dynamics have all contributed to the 

gradual development and standardization of English. It is 

through this ongoing process that Standard English has 

become the globally recognized form of the language spoken 

and written today. 

VI. THE APPLICATION AND INFLUENCE OF STANDARD 

ENGLISH IN SOCIETY 

A. The Status of Standard English in Today’s Society 

The status of Standard English in today’s society is 

significant as it plays a central role in various aspects of 

communication, education, and professional success. 

Firstly, Standard English holds immense importance in the 

field of education. It serves as the benchmark for teaching 

and assessing language skills in schools and universities. 

Proficiency in Standard English is necessary for students to 

excel academically, as it encompasses the grammar, 

vocabulary, and usage that form the foundation of effective 

communication in various disciplines. In addition, 

standardized tests such as the SAT, ACT, and TOEFL 

evaluate students’ language skills based on the norms of 

Standard English. Therefore, maintaining a good command 

of Standard English is crucial for students aiming to secure 

admission into prestigious institutions or pursue higher 

studies. 

Moreover, Standard English plays a pivotal role in global 

communication. As English has become the lingua franca of 

today’s world, clarity and consistency in language are vital 

for effective communication among individuals from diverse 

linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Standard English serves 

as a common language that bridges the communication gap 

and enables people from different regions to understand each 

other. It allows for the smooth exchange of ideas, information, 

and experiences across borders, facilitating international 

cooperation, business transactions, and cultural exchange. 

In the business world, Standard English is valued and often 

deemed necessary for professional success. As many 

multinational corporations operate in English-speaking 

countries, possessing excellent language skills, particularly 

in Standard English, is often a prerequisite for employment. 

Fluency in Standard English enhances employability and 

promotes career advancement opportunities. It allows 

individuals to be more confident and effective in negotiations, 

presentations, and written correspondence. Companies also 

rely on Standard English to maintain professional standards 

in their communications, ensuring clarity, accuracy, and 

professionalism in their interactions with clients and 

stakeholders. 

Furthermore, Standard English is closely associated with 

social prestige and influence. It is often perceived as the 

language variety used by educated and prestigious 

individuals in society. Proficiency in Standard English can 

confer advantages in social and professional networks, as it is 

considered a marker of intelligence, competence, and higher 

social status. People who speak Standard English are 

generally regarded as more credible, persuasive, and better 

suited for leadership roles. Consequently, those who do not 

have a good command of Standard English may face barriers 

in accessing opportunities or being taken seriously in certain 

social and professional contexts. 

However, it is essential to acknowledge that the status of 

Standard English also carries some controversies and 

criticisms. Some argue that it perpetuates linguistic 

superiority, marginalizing and devaluing other varieties of 

English or non-native speakers. Critics argue that the 

emphasis on Standard English limits linguistic diversity and 

creates a hierarchy that favors those from privileged 

backgrounds. Therefore, it is crucial to recognize and respect 

different linguistic varieties while appreciating the 

importance of acquiring proficiency in Standard English for 

effective communication and career prospects. 

In conclusion, the status of Standard English in today’s 

society is undeniably significant. It serves as a benchmark in 

education, enabling students to excel academically and gain 

access to prestigious institutions. Standard English also 

facilitates global communication, acting as a common 

language in international contexts. In the professional sphere, 

command over Standard English enhances employability and 

career prospects. Nonetheless, while recognizing the 

importance of Standard English, it is vital to respect linguistic 

diversity and promote inclusivity in communication, 

education, and employment practices. 

B. The Impact of Standard English as a Normative 

Standard 

Firstly, Standard English plays a crucial role in education. 

It serves as the foundation for teaching reading, writing, and 

communication skills in schools worldwide. Teaching 

Standard English provides students with a consistent and 

universally recognized language variety that facilitates 

effective communication. Standard English grammar, syntax, 

and vocabulary form the basis for understanding and 

producing written and spoken texts. 

Moreover, Standard English is heavily relied upon in 

standardized tests, which are used to assess students’ 

proficiency and determine their educational trajectory. 

Students who are able to demonstrate mastery of Standard 

English are often regarded as more successful and capable 
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than those who do not. Consequently, teachers and students 

invest significant time and effort in mastering the rules and 

conventions of Standard English, both for academic and 

social reasons. 

However, the emphasis on Standard English in education 

can perpetuate social inequalities. Students from non-native 

English-speaking backgrounds or who speak non-standard 

dialects may be stigmatized or considered academically 

inferior due to their linguistic background. The expectation to 

conform to Standard English may create a disadvantage for 

these students, widening the achievement gap between 

different social and cultural groups. 

As an example, African American Vernacular English 

(AAVE) is a dialect spoken by many African Americans that 

deviates from Standard English in grammar, pronunciation, 

and vocabulary. Research has shown that AAVE speakers 

may be judged negatively by teachers and employers who 

perceive their dialect as “incorrect” or “uneducated”. This 

can limit opportunities for social mobility and perpetuate 

social inequalities. 

Furthermore, the dominance of Standard English as a 

normative standard can contribute to the erosion of language 

diversity. Indigenous languages, regional dialects, and other 

non-standard forms of English are often overshadowed or 

marginalized by the emphasis on Standard English. As a 

result, these languages and dialects are at risk of losing 

vitality and becoming endangered or extinct. 

Language diversity is a valuable aspect of cultural heritage 

and identity. It provides speakers with different perspectives, 

ways of expression, and a sense of belonging. When Standard 

English becomes the sole normative standard, it risks 

homogenizing language use and suppressing the unique 

linguistic features that make each community distinct. 

However, it is important to recognize that Standard 

English also serves as a unifying force within a globalized 

world. It allows for effective communication and facilitates 

understanding among speakers from different linguistic 

backgrounds. Standard English serves as a lingua franca, 

enabling international trade, diplomacy, and cultural 

exchange. 

In conclusion, the impact of Standard English as a 

normative standard is undeniable. It plays a crucial role in 

education, serving as a foundation for language instruction 

and assessment. However, it can also perpetuate social 

inequalities and contribute to the erosion of language 

diversity. Striking a balance between the need for a 

standardized form of English and the preservation of 

linguistic diversity is crucial to ensure equitable access to 

education and promote cultural understanding. 

C. Social and Cultural Implications from the Widespread 

Application of Standard English 

The widespread application of Standard English has both 

social and cultural implications that are worth exploring. 

Here are some social and cultural implications from its broad 

application: 

1) Social Mobility 

The use of Standard English is often associated with higher 

social and economic status. Those who speak and write in 

accordance with the standard are often seen as more educated, 

competent, and professional. Consequently, individuals who 

do not adhere to the prescribed standards of language may 

face barriers in social mobility. They may encounter 

difficulties in finding employment, obtaining higher 

education, or gaining social acceptance in certain circles. 

2) Linguistic Discrimination 

The widespread application of Standard English can lead 

to linguistic discrimination against speakers of non-standard 

varieties. Non-standard varieties, such as regional dialects or 

vernaculars, may be stigmatized and associated with low 

social status or lack of education. This can result in negative 

perceptions and biases against individuals who speak these 

varieties, hindering their social integration and self-esteem. 

3) Access to Education 

Standard English is the primary language of instruction in 

most educational systems. Consequently, those who are not 

proficient in Standard English may face challenges in 

accessing educational opportunities. Students from 

non-standard language backgrounds may struggle in 

classrooms where the teaching and learning materials are 

exclusively in Standard English. This can create a language 

barrier and adversely affect their academic performance. 

4) Cultural Homogenization 

The widespread use of Standard English may lead to the 

homogenization of cultural identities and diversity. 

Non-standard varieties often reflect the local culture, history, 

and unique linguistic features of a particular region or 

community. By emphasizing and promoting a standardized 

form of English, there is a risk of diluting or even erasing 

these cultural and linguistic differences. This can result in a 

loss of cultural heritage and diversity, as well as an erosion of 

local identities. 

5) Global Communication 

The application of Standard English allows for a global 

standard of communication. In an increasingly 

interconnected and globalized world, having a standardized 

language helps facilitate effective communication between 

individuals from different linguistic and cultural 

backgrounds. Standard English serves as a lingua franca in 

international business, diplomacy, and academia, enabling 

better mutual understanding and collaboration. 

6) Linguistic Colonization 

In some contexts, the widespread application of Standard 

English can be seen as a form of linguistic colonization. 

English has been historically associated with power and 

colonialism, and the imposition of Standard English may 

perpetuate inequalities and reinforce a legacy of colonial 

dominance. Consequently, it is crucial to be mindful of the 

power dynamics at play when promoting and enforcing 

Standard English, as it can marginalize non-English-speaking 

communities and their languages. 

7) Language Variation and Change 

The widespread application of Standard English can 

influence language variation and change. As individuals 

strive to conform to the standard, they may modify their 

language use or adopt features of Standard English over time. 

This can result in language shift, where non-standard 

varieties decline in use and are eventually replaced by 

Standard English. As a result, linguistic diversity may 

decrease, and some unique linguistic features may be lost. 

In conclusion, the widespread application of Standard 

English has various social and cultural implications. While it 
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may facilitate social mobility, global communication, and 

access to education, it can also lead to linguistic 

discrimination, cultural homogenization, and a loss of 

linguistic diversity. It is important to recognize and address 

these implications with sensitivity and respect for the diverse 

linguistic and cultural backgrounds of individuals and 

communities. 

VII. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, Standard English is a superposed variety of 

English that transcends regional dialects and serves as the 

norm for formal communication. Its development can be 

traced back to the Late Middle Ages and has been reinforced 

through colonization and globalization. While proficiency in 

Standard English offers advantages in education and 

employment, it also perpetuates linguistic discrimination and 

threatens linguistic diversity. As English continues to evolve, 

it is crucial to recognize the importance of preserving 

linguistic diversity while valuing proficiency in Standard 

English for effective communication in a globalized world.  

The evolution of Standard English can be traced back to 

various historical events and linguistic developments. From 

its roots in Old English through the Norman Conquest, the 

Great Vowel Shift, and the printing revolution, the language 

has gradually transformed into the standardized form we 

know today. The rise of English as a global language, 

alongside the efforts of lexicographers and grammarians, has 

helped solidify the rules and conventions of Standard English. 

While it continues to evolve in response to contemporary 

influences, it remains the benchmark for correct usage in 

communication across borders and cultures. While Standard 

English serves as a reference point for formal communication, 

it is important to note that it is not superior or inherently 

better than other dialects or variations of English. Dialectal 

variation is a natural and essential part of language 

development and reflects the diversity and richness of human 

culture. Standard English is simply one of many linguistic 

codes that allow people to effectively communicate with a 

wider audience in specific contexts. 

The social implications of Standard English as a kind of 

superposed variety are noteworthy from both an individual 

and a societal perspective. Language shapes and reflects 

cultural, social, and economic aspects of society. The use of 

different English varieties is more than just linguistic 

variation; it can be an indicator of socio-economic status, 

educational attainment, ethnic identity, and community 

cohesion. Understanding the social implications of language 

variation is vital for promoting cultural inclusivity, linguistic 

equality, and effective communication in diverse contexts. 

This research project fills an important gap in 

understanding the complexities of standard English, its 

superposed varieties, historical development, and social 

implications. By shedding light on these aspects, this study 

contributes to the broader field of sociolinguistics, informs 

language policy, and promotes inclusive practices in 

education and society. 
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