
  

 

Abstract—This paper focuses on the Indonesian strategies in 

fighting human trafficking. Indonesian migrant domestic 

workers are one of the highest rates of undocumented labor 

migration. Moreover, they also do not have skill. Therefore they 

are vulnerable to labor exploitation and human rights abuses. 

The type of work of Indonesian workers that were trafficked 

such as domestic service, sex work, shop keeping, waitressing, 

dancing and factory work. Trafficking in person both 

domestically and transnationally in Indonesia is an issue of 

concern across Indonesia’s 33 provinces. South Sulawesi 

province also has been identified as a trafficking issue within 

Indonesia. Research questions namely 1) what can average 

person do to help to fight this crime?, 2) how can we better 

educate potential victims of human trafficking?. This research 

uses qualitative method. This method is to analysis and collects 

data to support the content of analysis. This research conducted 

in Jeneponto district, South Sulawesi Province. In beating 

human traffickers, education and knowledge of trafficking in 

person among all members of society is one of strategy. As a 

researcher, we try to raise awareness about the nature, causes 

and damage to victims. Therefore, cooperation between 

government, civil society, the press, and private companies in 

promoting knowledge of countering human trafficking are 

needed. 

 
Index Terms—Education and knowledge, human trafficking, 

labor exploitation, migrant domestic workers, south Sulawesi 

province.  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Some countries have significant growth in the economies. 

Therefore, these countries have led to a strong demand for 

low-skilled labor especially from migrant workers from 

Southeast Asian Countries. Lan and Parrenas said that 

“live-in migran domestic workers are in particularly high 

demand, as the recruitment of migrants enables women in  

less developed countries to seek employment in skilled 

positions, instead of performing care-related and household 

tasks full-time” [1], [2]. The other sources said that “migrants 

are particularly vulnerable to labour exploitation and human 

rights abuses, which in some cases involve human 

trafficking” [3]-[10]. In cases abusive working conditions, 

migrant workers are especially vulnerable. Migrant workers 

do not have skill therefore they could be exploited such as 

working days or hours and low or no salary (see Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1. Indonesian migrant domestic workers. 

 
 The Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women 

(GAATW) States that “the vulnerability of migrants to these 

human rights abuses can be partly attributed to high levels of 

undocumented labour migration and unscrupulous practices 

by labour agents, as well as an apparent ‘normalisation’ or 

invibilisation’ of exploitation and abuse among employers of 

domestic workers in some countries” [11]. Indonesian 

migrant domestic workers are one of the highest rates of 

undocumented labour migration (see Fig. 2).  

 

 

Fig. 2. Asian domestic migrant workers to Hong Kong. 

 

 

Fig. 3. Estimates of the world’s distribution of domestic workers as of 2010 

(International Labour Organization). 
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The figure above shows the Domestic Migrant Workers 

mostly women from Asia such as the Philippines, Indonesia, 

Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and Myanmar pour into Hong 

Kong. The domestic migrant workers do not have high 

education and they work as housekeepers, nannies and 

caretakers (see Fig. 3). 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) reports that 

the Indonesian domestic migrant workers have aim to go 

Saudi Arabia and Malaysia [12]. The US Department of State 

has estimate that the migrant workers of Indonesia are 

between 6.5 and nine million, of those, 2.6 million workers 

go to Malaysia and 1.8 million workers go to the Middle East 

[13]. The ILO reported that in 2011, the Indonesian migrant 

workers have the top destination countries such as Saudi 

Aribia (n=137,643), Malaysia (n=134,108), Taiwan 

(n=73,498), Hong Kong (n=50,283) and Singapore 

(n=47,781) [14]. Mostly of them are women and in general, 

the women works in domestic service approximately 90 

percent [15]. The Indonesian migrant workers go to abroad 

via irregular or undocumented routes [16], [17]. Going to 

abroad via irregular or undocumented routes of Indonesian 

migrant domestic workers are one of cause risk of abuse, 

exploitation and human trafficking (see Fig. 4) 

 

Fig. 4. The cases of human trafficking in Indonesia. 

 

II. RESEARCH PROBLEM 

Exploitation in the fishing, logging, construction, 

agriculture and commercial sex industries happen in 

Southeast Asians through work in factories, plantations and 

as domestic workers in private homes or business [9], [11], 

(see Fig. 5). 

 
Fig. 5. Type of work undertaken by Indonesian victims of trafficking in final 

destination country (n). 

Source: International Organization of Migration (IOM), 2011 

 

 The figure above shows the IOM sample on the type of 

work of Indonesian workers that were trafficked such as 

domestic service, sex work, shop keeping, waitressing, 

dancing and factory work, among several others. Based on 

data of IOM that “Indonesia has been identified as a key 

source of trafficked persons in the southeast Asia region, 

much of which occurs in the context of labour migration and 

is often undocumented” [18]. Trafficking in person both 

domestically and transnationally in Indonesia is an issue of 

concern across Indonesia’s 33 provinces especially in Java, 

West Kalimantan, Lampung, North Sumatera and South 

Sumatera [18]. Based on Data of IOM that  “almost half of 

the trafficked Indonesians  identified Java as their home 

province (46%; n=1,714). The next largest group originated 

from West Kalimantan (20%; n=722), followed by North 

Sumatra (7%; n=254) with smaller proportions identifying 

West Nusa Tenggara (6%; n=237), Lampung (5%; 189) and 

others as their home province” [19]. South Sulawesi Province 

also has been identified as a trafficking issue within 

 Indonesia. This province is one of the migrant workers 

sending areas in Indonesia. The Indonesian government 

especially governor of South Sulawesi has showed good 

political will and strategy in countering human trafficking in 

this area through education sector. 
 

III. RESEARCH QUESTION 

As a modern form of slavery, human trafficking can be 

beaten. What can the average person do to help to fight this 

crime?. How can we better educate potential victims of 

human trafficking?  

 

IV. METHOD OF RESEARCH 

This research uses qualitative method. This method is to 

analysis and collects data to support the content of analysis. 

Hennink et.al. said that qualitative research is “an approach 

that allows the researcher to identify issues from the 

perspective of the researcher study participants, and 

understand the meanings, and interpretations that they give to 

behavior, events or objects [20]. In collecting data and 

information, we also conducted depth interview with students 

as a new generation and government as decision maker. This 

research conducted in Jeneponto district, South Sulawesi 

Province. We selected this district for two following reasons: 

1) Jeneponto is one of the province in South Sulawesi what 

sent migrants to abroad, 2) The governor of this district has 

contribution in countering human trafficking in his area. 

 

V. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

In article 1 point 1 of the Law of Republic of Indonesia 

No.21 Year 2007 on the Eradication of the Criminal Act of 

Trafficking in Persons states that human trafficking means 

“the recruitment, transportation, harboring, sending, transfer, 

or receipt of a person by means of threat or use of force, 

abduction, incarceration, fraud, deception, the abuse of 

power or a position of vulnerability, debt bondage or the 

giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 

consent of a person having control over another person, 
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whether committed within the country or cross-border, for 

the purpose of exploitation or which causes the exploitation 

of a person” [21]. Then, this law in its article 56 also 

highlights the prevention of trafficking that “at preventing 

the criminal act of trafficking in persons at the earliest 

moment possible” [22] (see Fig. 6-Fig. 8). . 

 

 
Fig. 6. South Sulawesi province. 

 

 
Fig. 7. Jeneponto district in south sulawesi province. 

 

 
Fig. 8. Workshop on countering human trafficking in senior high school of 

Bangkala in Jeneponto district, south Sulawesi province. 

 

In beating human traffickers, education and knowledge of 

trafficking in person among all members of society is one of 

strategy. As a researcher, we try to raise awareness about the 

nature, causes and damage to victims. Therefore, cooperation 

between government, civil society, the press, and private 

companies in promoting knowledge of countering human 

trafficking are needed. NGO, researcher and government 

assist to identify those groups most at risk. The figure 8 is a 

workshop about how to fight human trafficking. This 

programme   was conducted by researchers from Hasanuddin 

University. They explain about human trafficking especially 

sexual exploitation. Women and children especially girls are 

the most widely become victim for sexual exploitation. As 

one of victims of this crime, new generation should know risk 

of being trafficked. Actually, not only girl, but also men and 

boys are trafficked to the dirty, the dangerous and the 

difficult jobs. 

We shared information about how to fight human 

trafficking through the above workshop. Based on data 

BNPPTKI (National Agency for Placement and Protection of 

Indonesian Overseas Workers) that more than 6.7 million 

Indonesian migrant workers went to Malaysia and Saudi 

Arabia [23]. The majority of them have low skill and as 

domestic workers or plantation workers [24]. In facilitating 

the migration of Indonesian migrant workers, labour export 

agencies and brokers have roles to recruit and transport them 

to another country where they work. Based on Sugiarti’s 

research that South Sulawesi Province is a source areas of 

migrant workers in Indonesia [25]. The Manpower Office of 

Nunukan District, East Kalimantan Province said that during 

period of 2003 and 2004, migrant workers from South 

Sulawesi were more than 70,000 to Sabah East, Malaysia 

[26]. This condition puts migrant workers in a vulnerable 

position to be exploited abroad. 

 Recognizing the extent of the threat of human 

trafficking, the Indonesian government has undertaken 

multilateral efforts through education sector to address this 

threat.  

 

 

Fig. 9. Workshop on countering human trafficking in senior high school of 

Bangkala in Jeneponto District, south Sulawesi province. 

 

The researchers share information and knowledge to 

students about the counter-trafficking in person policy. The 

Education sector can play in combating modern slavery such 

as giving information about how to prevent trafficking, 

prosecute traffickers, and protect and reintegrate victims. 

Jeneponto District government provides training to local 

district and local teachers to eradicate this crime. Teacher and 

student as a representative of education sector are the key 

actors at the forefront of this fight. They can reduce the 

vulnerability of potential victims, providing support and 

assistance to presumed and current victims, and try to 

implement the strategies of government that address the root 

causes of trafficking. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

In countering human, Jeneponto government through 

education sector promotes school-to-school cooperation and 
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facilitates the exchange of experiences and lesions learned to 

tackle this issue. By taking action against human trafficking, 

teachers and students protect their families and friends and 

promote themselves as being socially responsible. 
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